
The Middle Ages: Literature and History 

Overview: 

1. Beowulf by Seamus Heaney. * 
2. Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer. * 
3. Shakespeare’s Hamlet or Macbeth, depending upon the writing abilities of the class. 
4. Short readings, both nonfiction and fiction, based themes we encounter. These may 

include a piece of poetry. 
5. The Magna Carta by James Dougherty, optional but highly recommended. * 

  

 

I desire to see young people grounded in Western Civilization before they study U.S. history, 
which they will do in for two semesters in 11th grade. Many do not know nothing why our 
revolution was so important. They do not know about the divine right of kings or how a king 
could act on whim. They do not know that inherited rulership caused problems. Young people 
may believe that democracy is important. They may see in the news that private property is not 
important without knowing that the king or emperor had every right to take an individual’s 
property at any time. The Magna Carta and the American legal system are the foundation for our 
Constitutional Republic. It evolved over many hundreds of years.  
 
We will read literature, dissect these works as literature, and then practice writing many forms of 
writing. In doing so, we will become aware of history, of literature, and of good writing skills. I 
will incorporate some assignments that are not literary analysis to accomplish this goal, including 
process writing, expository and persuasive essays.  
 
We will cover the works in the order presented, except for the short readings that will be handed 
out weekly. The history will be covered in the short readings. There may be small quizzes. The 
bulk of the grade given in this course will be based upon writing assignments. 
 
The goal of the first week will be for me to assess the writing level of each student. To that end, I 
will ask the students to come to class with one short (one page) essay written. I will give this 
assignment out in September. It is also helpful for the students to have read Beowulf since we 
will be reading our selections quickly.  
 
The final paper will compare our reading of Shakespeare with a film. There will be some 
choices. Characterization, direction, choice of set or costumes will be discussed. This paper will 
be 3-4 pages long.  
 
.  
 

*Beautiful Feet Books has the versions of Beowulf and Canterbury Tales we will use. Other 
bookstores will have them, also. The Magna Carta is only available at Beautiful Feet, I believe. 
The final version of Shakespeare will be on the syllabus.  It will be a readily available version 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


